

















Meetings with New DENR Secretary, Out of Town Meeti the Board
gs ary ng

Directors, Earth Day and Green Philippines

arely a month after his

appointment to the DENR,

Secretary Angelo T. Reyes

met with top PWPA officials for
the first time at the Manila Polo Club
early on March 4, 2006, a Saturday. In
the private meeting, the PWPA made a
presentation about the association, high-
lighting on various issues affecting the
wood industry together with some recom-
mendations addressing the raw material
supply siluation. Secretary Reyes was
pleased and asked the PWPA to help
him in his mission to reforest the entire
country with a promise that he will
reciprocate by helping the industry.
Incoming Undersecretary for Operations
Tessam Castillo and industry frend
Ruben Tangco accompanied the Secre-
tary. A follow-up meeting was set a
month thereafter

The PWPA Board had its first ever
out-of-town meeting in Cebu City. On
March 10, 2006, the Directors and offi-
cers were given a plant tour of Director
Charlie Liu's MATIMCO in the morming.
We were then treated to a sumplucus
buffet lunch at Mactan Shangri-La's
Tides restaurant. After which, we experi-
enced the rare opportunity to visit the big
factory of internationally renowned fine
furniture and decorative objects designer
and maker Maitland-Smith. The day was
highlighted that evening by the Board
Meeting at Casino Espafiol where an
opulent dinner of Cebuano lechon and
other delicious dishes were served

Again, we express our sincere grati-
tude to Mr. Charlie Liu for hosting us in
Cebu as well as all the superb physical
arrangements. Chairman Emeritus Anto-
nic G. Bernas is already excited about
the next out-oltown board meeting
which he suggested to be held be in
Davao.

In preparation for the next sched-
uled meeting with Secretary Reyes, the
PWPA Executve Committee met on

March 15, 2005 to formulate the associa-
tion's response to the earlier appeal of
Secretary Reyes. Three more succes
sive weekly meetings were held wherein
the association's reforestation program
was formulated. Upon the suggestion of
our friend and media consultant Joey
Avellana, the plan was dubbed as Green
Philippines. The program has the follow-
ing components, each having an officer
as point person for efficient implementa-
tion, namely.

Corporate/Large Scale Tree Plantation

= VP Jun Narvaez

Community Forestry — Pres. Ferdie Lu

Rehabiltation Plantations (watersheds
& lakes) — EVP Jun Keh

Urban Greening - Chairman Tony
Olzon
Members of the PWPA's steering
commiltee for Green Philippines also
visted several sies in Batsan and
Batangas as well as Smokey Mountain
prior fo finalizing the presentation for
Secretary Reyes on April 8"  Photos,
videos and maps were made ready and
included in the final PowerPoint presen-
taton

Director Vic Consunjl has agreed
that his application for an additional
IFMA area, adjacent Io his Sirawai
Plywood & Lumber Co,, Inc. (SPLC) in
Zamboanga del Norte, will serve as the
banner project for the Corporate Refor-
estation aspect of Green Philippines
Processing of the application was put on
hold when then Secretary Mike
Defensor issued an order suspending all
applications for IFMA and similar instru-
ments

Well-known | Artist Cdette
Alcantara of Mother Earth invited Chair-
man Tony Olizon to participate in the
planning and organization of the Earth
Day MNetwork celebration of Earth Day
Capping the weeklong commemaoration,
a concelebrated mass entitled “Mea

By Ferdie Lu

Culpa”™ at Smokey Mountain will be led
by His Eminence Gaudencic Cardinal
Rosales. PWPA committed to shoulder
the costs of 300 T-shirts and the charter
of five buses to ferry various participants
to the site for the event.

On April 6™ PWPA directors and
officers made a courtesy call on Secre-
tary Angelo T. Reyes al his new
office at the DENR, This was the tradi-
tional official call of the Board on a newly
designated Secretary. Secrelary Reyes
showed us around his office including the
refreshing view from his window. He
remarked that he wants his office to be
visitor-friendly and not look like any typi-
cal government office. Apart from the
basic introductions, no official business
was lackled. Nevertheless, we took the
opportunity to invite the Secretary to visit
areas managed by our members, par-
ticularly the IFMA of SPLC and the
processing plant of Alsons.  Vwithout
hesitation, Secretary Reyes accepted the
invitation. He also reminded us of the
working meeting scheduled on Saturday
morning, Aprl

Taking advantage of the presence
of the directors after the visit to the
DENR, the scheduled board meeting for
April was immediately held at Annabel's
aleng T. Morato. The Green Philippines
program was presented to the Board for
confirmation. The PowerPoint presenta-
tion prepared for Secretary Reyes was
also given a final review,

We met Secretary Reyes for the
second working meeting on April 8™
The Secretary trealed us to a hearty
breakfast at 8:30 am. during which time
Usec Mon Paje made a presentation
about "Relumning Revenues from the
Forests to the Forests" Thereafter, the
FMB showed DEMNR's responses fo the
PWPA concerns conveyed in the March

(Continued on page 1)
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New Forestry Treaty Agreed

NEW TREATY

has been agreed

that will reinfarce

work to bring
lropical forests under sus-
tainable management and
increase the role of the
tropical timber trade in sus-
tainable development. Inter-
national Tropical Timber
Organization (ITTQ), which
was created in 1983, aims
to bolh conserve (ropical
forests and assist countries
lo develop economically
The treaty under which it
operates - the International
Tropical Timber Agree-
ment (ITTA) - is renegoti-
ated periodically because
of a built-in expiry clause
and to take into account
changes in global forest
policies and the world tim-
ber trade.

More than 180 nego-
tiators from gowernments
and international organisa-
tions met for two weeks
early this year to finalise the
agreement. It contains sev-
eral changes that are likely
to lead to significant im-
provements in the Organiza-
tion's work

The Organization's
longstanding philosophy of
using tropical forests in a
sustainable way for eco-
nomic development Is
stated explicitly in the new

agreement. The two key
objectives are:
“to promote ihe

expansion and diversifi-
cation of intermational
trade in tropical timber
from sustainably
managed and legally
harvested forests and to
promoie the sustainable

ma
timber
forests ..."
Related 1o the first
objective, the Organization
will, among other things,
help improve the competi-
tiveness of wood products
relative to other materials,
boost the marketing of tropi-
cal timber from sustainably
managed and legally har-
vested sources, and share
infformation on cerification
and other aspects of the
international imber market.

t of tropical
producing

The agreement
under which
ITTO operates
is re-negotiated,
with some new

features added

In pursuit of the second
key objective, the Organiza-
tion will help countries to
improve forest law enforce-
ment and governance, ad-
dress lllegal logging and
related trade in tropical tim-
ber, and undertake sustain-
able forest management
and forest restoration. it will
also strengthen the capacity
ol countries to gather and
report data on the tropical
timber trade and forest man-
agement

The agreemenl
acknowledges the role of
ITTO in assisting countries
to pursue sustainable devel-
opment and alleviate
poverty and encourages
forest-dependent indige-
nous and local communities

ITTO Tropical Forest Update 15/4 2005

to achieve sustainable
forest management

ITTO relies for much of
its work on funds contrib-
uted on a voluntary basis,
up to now mostly by the
governments of Japan,
Swiatzerland and the United
States. To help boost such
contributions the new agree-
ment creates a sub-account
for thematic sub-programs,
which, some donors say,
will lead to greatly increased
funding for specific areas of
work to be funded 80% by
consumer member coun-
fries and 20%by producers
lo a maximum of one-third
the general administrative
budget

ITTO's Executive Di-
rector, Dr Manoel Sobral
Filho, said that the new
agreement will help ITTO
build on its past sustain-
able development suc-
cesses

*Peaple want neither
poverty nor emvironmental
degradation,” he said. “ITTO
believes that natural tropical
forests can be both
conserved for fulure genera-
tions and put to economic
use to alleviate poverty and
contribute to national devel-
opment.”

Dr. Scbral said that
many people think the
conservation of tropical
forests and the development
of the tropical timber trade
are mutually exclusive

*On the contrary, the
one is essential for the
other" he said “Without
conservation there can be
no long-term trade. Without
rade, the foresls will be
cleared for agriculture

because, one way or an-
other, the people living iIn
tropical countries will
continue to demand eco-
nomic development

“ITTQO's role has been,
and will continue to be, to
help governments, compa-
nies and communities o
improve the management of
their forests and the market-
ing of their products.”

The independent ernvi-
ronmental news service the
Earth Negotiations Bulletin
(ENB ) reported the negotia-
tions from start to finish and
was upbeat about the
outcome,

According to the ENB,
many activist environmental
groups may nol be willing to
concede legitimacy to an
organization with overriding
objectives that include
promoting the expansion of
the international trade in
tropical imber

"Yet the fact lhat the
ITTO keeps chugging away,
together with the increased
potential that the new
agreement brings o ils
work, may eveniually make
ITTO one of the most effec-
tive international organiza-
tions in pursuing the goals
of both ending tropical
deforestation and increasing
the well-being of the people
and communities that de-
pend upon tropical forests.”

The ITTA, 2006, Is
expected o come into force
in 2008 and will operate for
ten years, with the possibility
of extensions of up to eight
years. ITTO will continue to
function under the ITTA,
1994, until the new Agree-
ment is ratified
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Of Meetings with New DENR Secretary, Earth Day, Green Philippines...

{Cantinued fron page 7

4" meeting. This was prepared
at the instance of Usec Tessam
Castillo. Finally, VP Jun
Marvaez explained the Green
Philippines project which
noticeably pleased the Secre-
tary He commented that
PWPA communications effon
should be in harmony with that
of the DENR. Two other Under-
secrelaries were also present,
namely former Generals Roy
Kyamko and Francisco Bravo
The meeting lasted fill 1:30 pm
when the Secretary joked that
all the paricipants would have
to take care of their own lunch.

iR

The Green Philippines
steering committee surveyed
Smokey Mountain on April 197
in preparation for the
culminating event the coming
Saturday. While there, the
team met the assistant stage
director who informed that dur-
ing the Mass cum program, the
stage would be occupied by
about 20 people at a gven lime
We noliced that the makeshift
stage was precarious to accom-
modate many people at the
same time, as it was only used
plywood placed on top of
church pews and drums. Thus,
when we met Fr Ben Beltran,
parish priest of area, we imme-
diately committed to have the
5 i a g e
reconstructed due to safety
considerations.  Ms. Odette
Alcantara was also nolified at
once and she instantly
expressed her appreciation.
She also informed us that the
President would grace the occa-
sion.

Immediately, Chairman
Olizon summoned a contractor
to join us for lunch. As soon as
the bill of materals was pre-
pared, plywood and lumber as

well as hardware materials were
immediately ordered and deliv-
ered the next day. Workers
were also mobilized, and on the
following day, construction be-
gan. The crew did not stop until
the new stage was finished and
painted.

e

Cardinal Rosales and
President Gloria Macapagal-
Arroyo were at Smokey Moun-
tain very early on Saturday,
April 22°°. Thus, at 6:30 am,
the PWPA contingent
proceeded to the venue after
assembling at Manila
Hotel. During the offertory,
several groups presented
pledges on how lo preserve
andfor rehabilitate Mother
Earth. PWPA, together with the
Alumni  Association of Dela
Salle were the first to convey
their respective pledges. This
writer, representing the associa-
t I ] n |
presented a symbolic mahog-
any seedling to the Archbishop
together with a commitment to
plant trees around the proposed
church of the Parish of the
Resurrection as well as along
the bank of the river adjacent to
it as pat of PWPA's Urban
Greening activities. This is In
addition to what the members of
PWPA have been doing in their
respective areas.

During the offering, Fr.
Ben Beltran who stood beside
the Cardinal informed him that it
was our group who
constructed the new stage for
the event  His Eminence
acknowledged this with a warm
smile.

Secrefary Reyes was the
final presenter. We replaced
the minuscule seedling
prepared by his staff with a
much ftaller and more fitting
mahogany seedling.

Obviously in high spirits,
Secretary Reyes, after jointly
planting his tree with officers of
PWPA, invited the group to the
adjoining NHA cffice for break-
fast He assured everyone that
the food was not recycled. He
again commented that just
DENR and PWPA together as
partners will certainly be
enough to succeed in greening
the country. Ms. Odette Alcan-
tara, in the presence of Secre-

tary Reyes and other guests
including former Secretary Be-
¥ = t
Gozun, again expressed her
delight with PWFA. On the
other hand, she remarked that
the Chamber of Mines, which
many times offered to partner
with her group, will never make
it to 'first base'

Finally, the PWPA once
again extend its best wishes o
Secretary Reyes on the occa-

Forester L. D. Angeles, UBLBCFNRAA
Hall of Fame Awardee

PWPA execulive diredor L. D.
Angeles was elevated to the
Forestry Hall of Fame duning the 967
foundation day of the College of
Forestry and Matural Resources
(CFMR) and its Alumni Association
homecoming and reunon on Apnl 28,
2006

Angeles was cied for “his lifetime
of dedicated, unselfish and exem-
plary serdce to the country as for
estry professicnal; for his outstanding
performance and contributions as a
member of different govemnmenl
agencies and privale organizations,
for his unwavering commitment fo
sustainable forestry thal includes
forest-based indusiry as an integral
and indispensable component; and
for all the accolades he received in
recognition of his oculstanding
achievemenis and contributions in
forestry "

Also elevaled with him lo the
Forestry Hall of Fame were two for-
mer deans of the UPLB-CFNR - Dr,
Romulo del Castllo and Dr. Juan
Adolfo Revilla; the former FPRODI
director and DOST undersecrelary,
Dr. Florenting Tesoro and a  former
FAQIUN forestry officer, Professor
Napoleon Vergara.

Angeles, ot different imes, served
the academe as a professor, leciurer,
and fellow at UPLECF and as chair of
forestry education, TPAE, CHED, the
research community as research
division chief of Reforestation Admini-

stration, charter member of the board
of trustees of the Forest Research
Institute and national team leader of
FCARRD (he is now a member of its
Governing Council), the policy area
as deputy execulive director of the
PCMD and consultant lo Office of
the Mimister of Matural Resources;
and the pnvate seclor as executive
forester of PICOP, vice president of
Felipe Ysmaed, Jr. Co. and executive
director of PWPA — which he repre-
senled in various commitees of
govemment agences and privale
erganizations and in the regional
federations of wood industry associa-
fions, as secrelary-general of the
then SEALPA and APPF.

On varuos scholarships, Angeles
was educated al UP, Cormedl Univer-
sty (USA). Universital Goffingen
(Germany) and International Univer-
sity Feundation (Metro Manila) and is
a holder of FRC, BSF, M5, MBA and
MIM degrees and a Ph.0. candidate
(lacks dissertation) at La Salle
Araneta University,

Angedes is the recpient of. Most
Outstanding Foresiry Alumnus of
UPLBCF in 1877 and Outstanding
Professional in the Field of Forestry
in 1897 from the Professional Regu-
lation Commission, amonp others,

Angeles iz wedded 1o Adedina
Gundran Molina with whom he has
fhree college-educated now-marmied
children who are with the US miliary
senice, including the youngest, a girl,
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